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Preface

Teaching multilingual learners classifi ed as English language learners (ELLs) is 
an integral part of K–12 education today in the United States. According to the 
National Center for Education Statistics, approximately 10% of the total U.S. stu-
dent population is classifi ed as ELL, with considerable variation across rural, sub-
urban, urban, geographic, and socioeconomic contexts. Although states, teacher 
education programs, and districts require diff erent coursework and competencies 
in ELL education, all educators—including general education and content-area 
teachers as well as literacy, special education, and English language development 
(ELD) specialists—share responsibility for ELL students. Wayne E. Wright’s fourth 
edition of Foundations for Teaching English Language Learners: Research, Theory, Policy, 
and Practice prepares all teachers to integrate ELL students into their classes, engage 
all students with rigorous standards-aligned curriculum and texts, promote the 
development of oral and writt en English for academic purposes, and get students 
to graduation. At the same time, this text shows teachers how to create enrich-
ing linguistically and culturally responsive classrooms and schools that benefi t all 
students.

Educators need to remember that ELLs are, in fact, multilingual learners who 
draw on all of the languages in their linguistic repertoires as resources for learning 
(Seltz er et al., 2025). However, not all multilingual learners are offi  cially classifi ed 
as ELLs. In many districts, the academic mainstream includes a large population of 
“English speakers” who also speak languages other than English at home. Today, 
we fi nd more multilingual learners—from more diverse backgrounds, enrolled 
in more classrooms, more schools, and more districts throughout the United 
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States—than ever before. According to the U.S. Census Bureau’s 2022 American 
Community Survey (see Chapter 1), approximately 22% of children in the United 
States speak a language other than English at home, and more than 350 different 
languages are represented, including many indigenous languages. Critics argue 
that defining “ELLs” or “English speakers” simply in terms of English renders the 
home languages of these students invisible in the general education classroom. 
The fourth edition of Foundations for Teaching English Language Learners encourages 
a strong language-as-resource orientation, not only for ELLs, but for all students.

NEW TO THE FOURTH EDITION
There have been many shifts in demographics, research, theory, policy, and prac-
tice since the third edition of this book was published. The fourth edition updates, 
reviews, synthesizes, and critiques each of these areas as they relate to multilin-
gual learners classified as ELL students.

A greater focus in the field on sociocultural and bilingual approaches to teach-
ing, and on issues of race, continues to challenge traditional beliefs and assump-
tions, resulting in new research and emerging theories to guide practice. Readers 
familiar with the previous editions will find in this fourth edition an even greater 
focus on raciolinguistics, and on viewing students, learning, and teaching through 
a bilingual lens. Chapter 1 includes an expanded discussion on current debates 
over what to call students who are in the process of attaining English proficiency, 
the growing popularity of the term multilingual learners (MLs), and the rationale 
for the continued use of the ELL term in this fourth edition for purposes of clarity 
and precision, but with added emphasis that ELL-classified students are indeed 
part of the larger population of multilingual learners. There was also a conscious 
effort throughout the book to reduce the use of ELL and other labels when a simple 
reference to “students” was sufficient given the context.

Chapter 1 also expands the discussion of the rich diversity hidden within the 
ELL label with updated discussions of special education considerations, and a new 
section on gifted and talented education considerations. The demographics and 
statistical information through the text, particularly in Chapter 1, have been thor-
oughly updated with the latest available data.

Awareness of and attention to translanguaging, the everyday language prac-
tices of bilinguals, continues to grow, along with newer research expanding, 
debating, and/or attempting to clarify what translanguaging is, and efforts toward 
building frameworks that use translanguaging as a pedagogical tool. Thus, even 
greater attention is given to translanguaging across all chapters.

The third edition of this book was published just 1 year before the global 
COVID-19 Pandemic caused major disruptions for all schools and students around 
the world. The particular impact of the pandemic on ELL students, policies, and 
programs in the United States is addressed in this fourth edition, particularly in 
Chapters 1 and 4. This includes the challenges faced by the federal government and 
individual states in fully implementing the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), as 
addressed in Chapter 4.

This fourth edition reflects many policy changes. For example, nearly all dis-
cussion and references to the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) have been 
removed, given the overwhelming decline in this movement. Focus instead is 
given to individual state college-and-career-readiness standards, where many of 
the original ideas of the CCSS live on. Sections on federal education policy during 
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the first Trump administration and during the Biden administration have been 
added. The major changes to the 2020 WIDA English Language Development Stan-
dards are addressed throughout the book, and discussion has been added regard-
ing WIDA’s new Spanish language standards, MARCO DALE.

Chapter  8 has undergone substantial revisions to address state policy and 
instructional shifts surrounding the science of reading (SOR). This includes 
acknowledgments of the debates surrounding SOR, growing consensus between 
reading and ELL scholars about what SOR is and what it is not, more explicit dis-
cussion of the foundational skills of reading, and expanded discussion on impor-
tant considerations for ELL students when implementing SOR. Chapters 7–9 also 
have expanded discussion on the scientific research specific to language and lit-
eracy development of ELL students.

We continue to see an increase in bilingual education, particularly in dual lan-
guage bilingual education programs across the country. All states now offer some 
form of the Seal of Biliteracy to recognize graduating seniors with demonstrated 
bilingual and biliteracy skills. This fourth edition includes expanded discussion of 
the Seal of Biliteracy.

This fourth edition includes many updates related to the integration of tech-
nology into oral language and literacy development, and content-area instruc-
tion. A major development—and disruption—to education is recent and rapid 
advances in artificial intelligence (AI), particularly with large language mod-
els, natural language processing, and generative AI. New sections specifically 
focused on AI have been added to Chapters 6 through Chapter 11 with discus-
sion on the concerns and the potential benefits of AI tools for assessment, oral 
language, reading, writing and content-area teaching and learning, particularly 
for ELL students.

Other new theories, concepts, items of research, and practices are interwoven 
throughout the book. Some of these include humanizing pedagogies, age effects 
on second language acquisition, bilingual first language acquisition, content and 
language integrated learning (CLIL), translanguaging strategies, critical dialogic 
education, academic conversations, instructional conversation for equitable partici-
pation, gestures for vocabulary development, encoding, opaque and transparent 
orthographies, language functions, and language features.

Throughout the text, older references have been removed and over a hun-
dred new references have been added to reflect the latest research and think-
ing in the field. Several boxes, tables, and figures have been revised or added. 
Others have been removed. Recent books and articles have been added to the 
Recommended Reading at the end of each chapter. Several changes have been 
made to the Discussion Questions and Research Activities, many of which are 
integrated with new videos and other online resources. Also, the links to online 
resources in the text of each chapter have been updated or replaced with newer 
resources, and are accessible through an updated companion website for this 
fourth edition.

COMPREHENSIVE, LEARNER-CENTERED APPROACH
Foundations for Teaching English Language Learners provides current and future edu-
cators with a solid foundation from which to make informed instructional and pro-
grammatic decisions. The book takes a comprehensive, learner-centered approach 
to research, theory, policy, and practice. The special features of the book and the 
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companion website facilitate prospective and practicing teachers’ and adminis-
trators’ learning about how to educate ELL students in their classes, schools, and 
communities. These features also support professors, instructors, and professional 
development providers who are responsible for ensuring that their students (i.e., 
teacher education candidates or participants in on-site professional learning con-
figurations) develop the competencies they need in educating linguistically and 
culturally diverse multilingual learners.

The book begins by looking closely at who the students are, emphasizing the 
diversity represented by the English language learner designation. Prospective 
teachers are introduced to the challenges these learners face in school, as well as 
what they need to know and be able to do to address each learner’s needs. Concrete 
examples of classroom practice illustrate key points. Samples of student work are 
included for discussion and analysis to give readers practical experience making 
the kinds of instructional decisions they will make as teachers.

Research
The practices, strategies, and techniques discussed throughout this book are firmly 
grounded in research. Each chapter provides a survey of what we know from sci-
entific research related to the chapter content. These surveys include, for example, 
the findings of major national reviews of the scientific literature on language and 
literacy instruction for ELLs. Readers are asked to look critically at the research, 
review the current controversies in the field, and identify gaps to be addressed. 
Activities at the end of chapters and on the companion website provide readers 
with opportunities to make research-based decisions about what constitutes effec-
tive policies, programs, and practices.

Theory
Foundations for Teaching English Language Learners reviews theories of second lan-
guage acquisition, language learning and teaching, literacy development, bilin-
gualism, and sociocultural perspectives. Language and literacy development for 
academic purposes are important concerns, and the spectrum of second language 
and literacy approaches and methods are included. Readers see how the sociocul-
tural context shapes learning and teaching as they analyze how different theo-
ries of language and literacy development are reflected in policies, programs, and 
practices. Readers are encouraged to develop their own approaches to providing 
effective instruction for ELLs based on the theories and research reviewed and 
synthesized in the text and in relation to the contexts of their own classrooms, 
schools, and communities.

Policy
Foundations for Teaching English Language Learners skillfully links macro language 
and education policy debates to the decision-making power that educators have 
within their local domains of authority. Chapters analyze the evolution of federal 
and state language education policy, review the range of program models that 
we find in schools, outline the essential components of effective programs, and 
introduce readers to the fundamentals of assessment and accountability. Special 
features in the book and on the companion website encourage readers to review 
and respond to these policies and to make decisions about appropriate policies, 
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programs, and accountability systems for ELLs at the local district, school, and 
community levels.

Practice
Foundations for Teaching English Language Learners makes explicit connections among 
theory, research, policy, and practice. Chapters on assessment, oral language, read-
ing, writing, content-area instruction, translanguaging, effective instruction, and 
advocacy begin by reviewing the research, theories of language and literacy learn-
ing, and policy debates surrounding the topic. Then, each chapter describes a range 
of research-based practices (i.e., approaches, methods, strategies, and techniques) 
that teachers can implement. This comprehensive approach equips prospective 
teachers with the knowledge and skills they need to provide equal educational 
opportunities for ELLs.

SPECIAL FEATURES
Foundations for Teaching English Language Learners uses special features to structure 
student learning, teaching, and research. These features also facilitate course prep-
aration for professors.

Guiding Questions
Each chapter opens with a series of questions that preview the concepts and practi-
cal focus of the chapter. Guiding Questions encourage users to read with a specific 
purpose in mind and to summarize and synthesize major concepts. These ques-
tions also prepare readers to apply what they learn in the chapter to teaching and 
learning situations.

Key Terms
Key terms listed at the beginning of each chapter offer a powerful way to approach 
the concepts discussed in the chapter. These terms are boldfaced and defined at 
first mention in the text. These terms also appear in the Glossary and on the com-
panion website.

Figures, Tables, and Boxes
Every chapter is supplemented with summaries, photographs, illustrations, sam-
ples of student work, or resources for additional research and practice. This mate-
rial is presented in figures, tables, and boxes that enhance the chapter content.

Discussion Questions
Five end-of-chapter Discussion Questions provide opportunities for students to 
reinforce their understanding of the material covered in the chapter, and to reflect 
on and apply chapter content to their own learning and teaching contexts. These 
include traditional questions, questions based on online videos, and questions 
based on analyzing an online document, such as a lesson plan or policy state-
ment. Discussion Questions may be used for individual reflection or group dis-
cussions in traditional class sessions, in hybrid or online classes, or as homework 
assignments.
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Research Activities
Research Activities offer students the opportunity to conduct short classroom-
based, school-based, and online research projects on topics and issues discussed 
in the chapter. Professors can also ask students to expand any of these activi-
ties into larger culminating projects and incorporate them into their learning and 
teaching portfolios.

The Research Activities for each chapter are short and focused. These activi-
ties include an ELL Student Interview or Assessment, an ELL Teacher Interview, 
an ELL Classroom Observation, and an Online Research Activity. This design 
ensures that students in all types of learning situations (e.g., traditional classes 
with field observation components; summer courses with limited access to schools, 
students, and teachers; and online or hybrid courses) can easily complete at least 
one research activity.

Recommended Reading
The list of Recommended Reading at the end of each chapter includes recent books 
that reflect new developments in the field. The readings are annotated with sugges-
tions for the further study of topics presented in the chapter.

QR Codes for Easy Access
A QR code appears at the beginning of each chapter and prior to each chapter’s 
Discussion Questions. Users may scan the QR code with a smartphone or other 
mobile device for quick access to all online resources, which are indicated through-
out the book with the companion website icon ➚.

COMPANION WEBSITE
Foundations for Teaching English Language Learners includes an extensive compan-
ion website, which adds value by providing a space for professors and students to 
access additional materials outside their university class. 

The companion website is organized into sections aligned with chapters of 
the book, and each includes resources that enrich student learning and facilitate 
professors’ class preparation. Companion website users will find the following:

•	 Links–accessible via QR codes at the start and end of each chapter–to additional 
readings, professional organizations, useful teaching and learning resources, 
videos of instructional practices, and expert commentary

•	 Downloads, including forms, templates, and review activities that students 
can complete and use to enhance learning

•	 Discussion Questions that invite students to: share their thoughts, ideas, and 
experiences relevant to the chapter content; view and analyze related videos 
and documents; and read and comment on postings from other students

•	 Research Activities are enriched on the companion website; upon completion 
of activities, students can upload and share their findings in various formats
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•	 Review Questions that students can complete online in a selected-response 
format, with results made available to students and course instructors

•	 Professors’-Only Resource Room with tools designed to facilitate and review 
student discussions and other resources for classroom use

Access to the Companion Website
Access to the companion website is included with every new copy of Foundations 
for Teaching English Language Learners. Professors and students can go to https://
wright4ed.brookespublishing.com/ and use the access code found with the book to 
register as a companion website user. Those with a used copy may purchase access 
to the companion website with this link.

Navigate quickly to the registration page ➚ with 
this code.
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