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Supporting Kindergarten 
Readiness Using the 
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Webinar Tips

Close any applications that use bandwidth on your device

To submit a question, click “Questions” in the webinar panel and 
type in your question 

To minimize the webinar panel, click the orange arrow in the upper 
left of the panel

If you experience computer audio issues, you can switch to “Phone 
call” in the “Audio” section of the webinar panel and use the dial-in 
information
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At the end of the webinar, you’ll be 
prompted to complete 

a short survey.

What did you think?
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Certificates of attendance 
are available for all 
webinar viewers.

Certificates
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Meet Your Presenter

Barbara Ekelman,
Ph.D., CCC-SLP

Barbara L. Ekelman, Ph.D., CCC-SLP is a 
speech-language pathologist and learning specialist 
in private practice, adjunct associate professor in the 
Department of Psychological Sciences and clinical 
associate professor in the Department of Pediatrics, 
School of Medicine, Case Western Reserve University 
(CWRU). 
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Today’s Discussion

1. Why screen?

2. Importance of screening during COVID-19

3. Impact of COVID-19 on education

4. The Well Screening can help…
 Identify individual learning profiles
 Monitor and track progress
 Next step planning

5. Guiding Tour of the Website

6. Educational and Clinical Relevance
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• The United States Census Bureau (2020) reported that 
approximately four million children enter kindergarten in the 
United States each year.

• Many children are not ready for kindergarten across the 
socioeconomic spectrum. 

• 1 out of 4 children from moderate- or high-income families and 
1 out of 2 children from lower-income families are not ready for  
kindergarten (Williams, 2019).

Why Screen?
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• Children are exposed to different levels of literacy and come from diverse 
socio-economic, cultural, and educational backgrounds. 

• Children who do enter kindergarten are heterogeneous in their skill set 
and exposure to preliteracy and language skills (Ekelman & Lewis, 2019).

• 8% of entering kindergartners have significant speech and language 
disorders that negatively impact academic growth (Norbury et al., 
2016; Tomblin et al., 1997).

• Others have estimated that up to 16% of school aged children will 
have difficulty learning to read (Moats, 2020; Shaywitz, 2003). 

Why Screen? (cont.)
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Why Screen? (cont.)
.

• Children who get off to a poor start in learning rarely catch up 
(Adlof, 2020; Torgesen & Burgess, 1998)..

• Children who succeed early-on receive the most positive 
reinforcement leading to a positive self-image, motivation to work 
hard, and success in school (Ramey & Ramey, 2006; Ramey et al., 
2007)..

• The old “wait and see” recommendation when a child is lagging 
behind is no longer popular.
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• Many children have been home and not in preschool

• Limited group exposure (turn taking, attention, cooperative play, 
listening/responding in group activities, body awareness)

• Limited  peer exposure (social communication, sharing, reciprocating, 
reading facial/body cues)

• Limited teacher exposure (speaking to adult, following class routines, 
class rules, reading facial cues, taking direction)

• Limited direct teaching exposure (early literacy, language, speech, math)

• Exposed to what is available in the home (access to adult 
support, internet, workspace, language enrich 
environment) 

Importance of Screening During COVID-19: 
Impact on Kindergarteners
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• Many children have been home learning remotely

• Some have had hybrid teaching

• Limited group exposure

• Limited peer exposure

• Limited teacher exposure

• Limited direct teaching exposure

• Parents/Guardians are responsible for follow 
through

Importance of Screening During COVID-19:    
Impact on Entering 1st Graders
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Impact of COVID-19 on Education

Remote Learning interferes with:
• Delivering information using a multimodality 

approach (visual, tactile, motor, auditory, 
etc.)

• Introducing new material in a context-rich, 
associative environment

• Providing cues, prompts, or hints to help
direct/focus students.

• Limited use of manipulatives 

• Limited motor movements
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Impact of COVID-19 on Education

Remote Learning interferes with:
• Allowing thinking time

• Monitoring and modeling listening and 
speaking development

• Refreshing stimuli with repetition, 
rephrasing, and expansion clarifications

• Assessing and scaffolding on a group and 
individual level

• Seeing what each student is doing in real 
time to differentiate instruction
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Gives in-depth personalized results that pinpoint the child’s 
strengths and weaknesses in areas critical for learning.

Guides instruction for targeted areas that need strengthening.

Engages the child in a light-hearted and fun manner.

Delivers the screening the same way to every child, allowing 
for consistency and uniformity.

Includes a website that directs users to language and learning 
information, links, activities, and educational games based on 
need.

The Well Screening Can Help
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The Well Screening can be used to: 
 Establish a baseline measure for each child looking at many 

developmental areas important for school success.
 Help teachers and in-house specialists differentiate their 

teaching to meet the needs of each learner
Monitor progress throughout the school year (Fall, Winter, 

Spring, Summer)
 Develop next step planning based on the student’s 

performance
 Screen remotely If necessary

How the Well Screening can help
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Receptive Language: Understanding and processing language when 
listening and reading

Expressive Language: Retrieving and formulating language when 
speaking and writing

Social Communication: Using verbal and nonverbal communication in 
various social contexts

Early Literacy: Learning letter names and corresponding sounds, 
rhyming, and sound play

Reading: Blending sounds into words (decoding) with fluency and 
comprehension

Identify Individual Profiles

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓
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Attention: Maintaining focus and regulating behavior to learn and store 
information

Math Calculation: Counting, grouping objects, and calculating simple 
math facts and operations

Speech Sound Production: Producing speech sounds appropriate for age 
and dialect

Motor Skills: Performing gross, fine, and visual motor movements 
appropriate for age

Identify Individual Profiles (cont.)

✓

✓

✓

✓
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The Well Screening
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Monitor and Track Progress

Norms available for:

 Kindergarten (Fall, Winter, 
Spring)

 Entering First Grade Students 
(K-Spring Norms)

 Pre-Kindergarten (Spring)

| © 2021 Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co., Inc. | All rights reserved.
The Well Screening® and the Well Screening logo are trademarks of Bolster Learning Systems.

The characters Trip and Click are copyright © 2015 by Bolster Learning Systems, LLC.

Next Step Planning

Next Steps

 Information

 Activities

 Games

 Professionals for 
follow-up
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Guiding Tour of Well Screening Website

Home page
 Domains
 Subtests
 Sample Results

Login
 Well Screening
 Scoring Form

After scores are submitted
 Results
 Next Steps
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• Because kindergarten students are “moving targets,” a screener should be 
administered throughout the school year (fall, winter, and spring). 

• This is especially true for at-risk children who are identified at the 
beginning of the school year. 

• Some of the at-risk children make significant gains with more 
exposure and become typical learners.

• Other children are found to be atypical learners because of 
language-learning deficits.

Educational and Clinical Relevance
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• On occasion, a child who presents as a typical learner at the beginning of the 
school year may not progress accordingly.

• These children often memorize the names of letters and sight words 
prior to entering kindergarten, but they have deficits in 
phonological awareness and/or retrieval skills, so reading and 
writing development stalls as the school year progresses.

• The Well Screening helps to differentiate the underlying 
predictors of early literacy acquisition.

Educational and Clinical Relevance (cont.)
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Educational and Clinical Relevance (cont.)

• Students who pass the screening in the fall are considered Tier 1 and receive 
classroom instruction emphasizing early literacy and language skills (continue 
monitoring and differentiated instruction).

• Students who do not pass the screening should be discussed by 
the team (See Chapter 6 in the Well Screening Manual: 
Interpretation and Follow-Up). 

Some of the students will be identified as Tier 2, needing targeted and 
focused small group instruction because of lack of exposure.

Other students will be referred for full evaluations and identified as 
Tier 3 needing intensive and individualized instruction because of a 
diagnosed language-learning disorder.
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Start Screening

The Well Screening® Starter Kit 
has everything you need to start 
screening! 

• Examiner’s Manual ebook
• 25 Screening Codes (+1 practice code)

https://bpub.fyi/Well-Screening
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Questions?
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Certificates of attendance 
are available for all 
webinar viewers.

Certificates
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At the end of the webinar, you’ll be 
prompted to complete 

a short survey.

What did you think?
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Looking for more professional 
development opportunities?

http://bit.ly/BrookesCoffeeChats

Brookes Coffee Chats
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 Recommended reading

 Downloadable resources

 Professional development webinars

http://bit.ly/COVID-education

COVID-19 Resources
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https://bpub.fyi/KindergartenReadiness 

Get Your Certificate
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Thank you!
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