
What is it? A quick number sense screening tool that accurately 
identifies children at risk for mathematics difficulties

When is it done? At least three times: in the fall of kindergarten, the spring of 
kindergarten, and the fall of first grade

Which areas are screened?
Counting skills, number recognition, number comparisons, 
nonverbal calculation, story problems, and number 
combinations

How many items are there?
There are 29 items. Here’s a sample: “Kisha has 6 pennies. 
Peter takes away 4 of her pennies. How many pennies does 
Kisha have now?”

Who completes and scores it? NSS can be easily completed and scored by a teacher, a 
learning specialist, or a school psychologist.

How long does it take? About 15 minutes per child, and about 5 minutes to score

Which scores are provided? 6 subarea raw scores, total raw score, total standard score, 
total percentile rank

What do the scores tell us?

Subarea raw scores can be used to design appropriate 
interventions for children who struggle in a specific area. 
The total raw score, together with the percentile rank, can 
be used for overall screening and progress monitoring. 

Is the tool valid and reliable? Yes. NSS has internal consistency of .85 and predictive 
validity of .70 (end of third grade math achievement) 

Order today—because early 
math struggles can’t wait!

Number Sense 
Screener™ (NSS™)  
Set K–1, Research Edition

Includes a User’s Guide, a Stimulus Book with 
all the visual stimuli needed to administer 
the items, an explicit Quick Script for accurate 
administration, and a pack of 25 Record Sheets.
US$89.95 | Stock Number: 2142W-72261   
May 2012   ISBN 978-1-59857-226-1
Components also sold separately; see www.brookespublishing.com/nss

ORDER ONLINE 
www.brookespublishing.com/nss 
CALL 1-800-638-3775
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About the Developers
Nancy C. Jordan, Ed.D., is Professor of Education 
at the University of Delaware. Principal 
investigator of the Number Sense Intervention 
Project, Dr. Jordan has published extensively on 
mathematics learning difficulties.

Joseph J. Glutting, Ph.D., is a quantitative 
psychologist who has published four 
psychological tests and over 100 juried-journal 
articles and book chapters. Affiliated with the 
University of Delaware, Dr. Glutting teaches 
graduate classes in applied multivariate and 
univariate statistics.

Nancy Dyson, Ph.D., has been in education for  
over 30 years as both a teacher and the director  
of a parent cooperative school.  She recently 
completed her Ph.D. in Education at the 
University of Delaware with a research focus on 
students struggling with mathematics. 
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