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Materials
• Paper, plastic, or Styrofoam cups
• Stickers or pictures
• Markers
• Glue

 Description
Stackables are manipulatives that can be used to teach relationships between ideas, con-
cepts, or things. They are designed to teach a sequence, cycle, or hierarchy and can be used 
in social studies, science, math, and many other subject areas. 

 Directions
Create your stackables using any product you have available (e.g., Styrofoam, plastic, pa-
per). Simply paste an image and word or phrase on each cup in the series. You may want 
to use a glue or sealant over the image to make sure that the graphics do not peel or move 
as students are stacking them. 

If possible, create several diff erent cup sets for the classroom so that students can re-
view with diff erent content. For example, you might use several diff erent nesting cup sets 
created for food chains, with some having a hawk at the top of the food chain and some 
having a whale. You could also create some variety in geography stackables by using a 
variety of countries or by featuring diff erent continents. Other ideas include place value, 
measurement (mile/yard/foot/inch), parts of a cell, and levels of government.

 Example 
During a study of ecology, a third-grade teacher created several different sets of stackables to 
teach her students about food chains. Students had to practice using the stackables provided 
and then create their own versions. The food chain stackables were particularly helpful in as-
sessing the knowledge of a student with learning disabilities who struggled to demonstrate 
learning on quizzes and tests. 

89 Stackables
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 Reference
Kohl, M. (2010). Art with anything: 52 weeks of fun using everyday stuff . Lewisville, NC: 

Gryphon House. 

 Vendor
Party City
www.partycity.com
Plastic cups of every size and color can be found on this web site.

 Web Sites
Diff erentiation Daily
www.diff erentiationdaily.com
Paula’s blog is fi lled with easy-to-make learning materials. A new idea is shared every 
day.

Living Montessori Now
hĴ p://livingmontessorinow.com/2012/09/17/montessori-monday-diy-cosmic-nesting-boxes-map-
towers-and-me-on-the-map
Deb Chitwood’s site has many fresh teacher-tested ideas including these stackable geog-
raphy towers.
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