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Materials
• Blank puzzle
• Colored pencils or markers

 Description
Purposeful puzzles are so named because they are a fi rst and foremost a fun activity, but 
they can also be put into classrooms to serve a specifi c purpose or teach a particular piece 
of content. 

Puzzles are an especially helpful support for students who might fi dget a lot during 
class or need to be “doing something” when they are listening or participating in a class-
room discussion. Some students doodle to meet this need, but others may appreciate a 
support that directly helps them learn targeted content.

 Directions
To get ideas for puzzles, look at content-area standards for information and ideas that stu-
dents need to know and understand. You might also scan textbooks for important charts, 
diagrams, maps, descriptions, and images. Once you have found a puzzle idea, sketch your 
drawing lightly with a pencil on the blank puzzle page so that any errors can be changed 
easily. Then, color with markers or colored pencils to make the image easy to assemble. Be 
sure to add any important vocabulary words and facts.

Provide students with directions for how and when to use their puzzles. Encourage 
learners to share their fi nished products with classmates.

 Example
A student with Down syndrome was sometimes fi dgety during his social studies class. A teach-
ing assistant on the middle school team created a series of standards-based puzzles that could 
double as desktop fi dgets, be used as repeating homework assignments, and serve as study 

Purposeful 
Puzzles44
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guides for the most important ideas in a unit. The content on the puzzles was always complex, 
so any learner could use them to study and learn. 

 Reference
McDonald, E.S., & Hershman, D.M. (2010). Classrooms that spark: Recharge and revive your 

teaching. San Francisco, CA: Jossey Bass.

 Vendors
Puzzle Warehouse 
hĴ p://www.puzzlewarehouse.com
You can order a 36-piece blank fl oor puzzle here, as well as a 99-piece tabletop jigsaw 
puzzle.

Puzzles for Sale 
hĴ p://www.puzzlesforsale.com
Explore this site to fi nd puzzles for all ages, of many diff erent sizes, and for many diff erent 
subject areas, including birds, folk art, the Titanic, and cities of the world. 

Yoyo.com 
hĴ p://www.yoyo.com
This web site off ers 63-piece blank puzzles.

 Web Site
Jigsaw Puzzles 
hĴ p://www.neok12.com/jigsaw-puzzles.htm
This web site provides virtual jigsaw puzzles with many themes including the human eye, 
lasers, the French Revolution, and natural disasters.
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