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About Building Blocks
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About Building Blocks
Easy to use with any existing curriculum, Building Blocks for Teaching Preschoolers with Special 
Needs, Third Edition gives educators three types of practical, research-based inclusion strategies
that promote progress in critical areas like behavior, emergent literacy, and peer relationships—

◦ curriculum modifications
◦ embedded learning opportunities
◦ child‐focused instructional strategies

Equally useful as a student‐friendly textbook and a go‐to inclusion guide for practicing 
educators, this is a resource teachers will return to again and again for proven, easy‐to‐use 
strategies that support the success of every young learner.
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Features
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Building Blocks includes a variety of features designed to enhance reader understanding. 

Examples include:

Important terms

Vignettes

Chapter summaries

Curriculum modifications by type

Curriculum modifications by 
activity and routine

Figures and tables
and routine

About the Features
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Sample completed forms
and routine

References
and routine

Appendices
and routine



Important Terms
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Each chapter contains 
multiple Chapter 1 defines more than a 

dozen important terms and 
explains these terms in the context 
of the Building Blocks Framework.



Vignettes
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Each chapter contains 
multiple Each chapter contains 
vignettes from five 
diverse children to 
showcase some of the 
many ways early 
childhood programs can 
be organized.



Chapter Summaries
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Each chapter concludes 
with a summary to 
highlight key concepts from 
the text.



Curriculum Modifications: By Type
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Chapter 5 provides numerous classroom 
examples of each type of modification. 

o Environmental support
o Materials adaptation
o Activity simplification
o Child preferences
o Special equipment
o Peer support
o Invisible support



Curriculum Modifications: By Type
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Chapter 5 also includes the definition 
of the modification, the general 
strategy (i.e., what to do), and 
examples of when the modification 
might work. 

There is also space to write your 
own ideas.



Curriculum Modifications: By Activity and Routine
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Curriculum modifications are also 
provided by common learning 
centers.

o Art center
o Blocks
o Dramatic play
o Sensory table 
o Book corner or library
o Computer center
o Manipulatives or 

table-top toys



Curriculum Modifications: By Activity and Routine
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Curriculum modifications by
planned activities are also 
addressed.

o Circle time
o Small group
o Cooking
o Outdoor time
o Music and movement



Figures and Tables
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Building Blocks contains 
more than a dozen tables 
and figures that reinforce 
important concepts and 
provide ways to more 
easily understand the 
material.



Sample completed forms
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And, more than a dozen 
examples walk readers 
through how to complete 
the included forms.



References
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Building Blocks citations 
include review articles, 
reports of study findings, 
research findings, and 
other key references that 
can be used to find 
additional information. 



Appendices
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Appendix A includes 
photocopiable versions 
of the 11 included forms.

Appendix B includes 
additional resources, 
organized by category, 
for materials that can 
be referenced.



New Content
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About the Content

| © 2019 Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co., Inc. | All rights reserved.

In the new edition, you’ll find new guidance and tips on the following topics:

o Applying UDL principles to engage every student in your diverse classroom

o Integrating literacy and STEAM into daily activities and routines

o Supporting the executive function skills of all young learners

o Applying new and expanded curriculum modifications

o Collaborating successfully with other team members to ensure the best child outcomes

o Conducting classroom quality assessment



Table of Contents: Section I
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And, more than a dozen 
examples walk readers 
through how to complete 
the included forms.

Section I Using the Building Blocks Framework
Chapter 1 Introduction
Chapter 2 Evidence-Based Practice and the Building Blocks Framework
Chapter 3 Keys to Collaboration
Chapter 4 Getting Started



Table of Contents: Section II
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And, more than a dozen 
examples walk readers 
through how to complete 
the included forms.

Section II Teaching Strategies
Chapter 5 Curriculum Modifications

Curriculum Modifications by Type
Curriculum Modifications by Activity and Routine

Chapter 6 Embedded Learning Opportunities
Chapter 7 Child-Focused Instructional Strategies



Table of Contents: Section III
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And, more than a dozen 
examples walk readers 
through how to complete 
the included forms.

Section III Important Topics Related to the Building Blocks Framework
Chapter 8 Becoming More Independent
Chapter 9 Acquiring and Using Knowledge: Literacy and STEAM
Chapter 10 Friendships and Social Relationships
Chapter 11 Developmentally Appropriate Classroom Behavior
Chapter 12 Concluding Thoughts



Online Forms
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The blank forms included in Appendix A are widely used for both professional and 
educational purposes. Previously included on a CD-ROM, these forms are now accessible 
online to purchasers of the third edition of Building Blocks.

◦ Quality Classroom Assessment Form
◦ Classroom Action Worksheet
◦ Child Assessment Worksheet
◦ Planning Worksheet: Section I
◦ Planning Worksheet: Section II
◦ Child Activity Matrix

About the Forms
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◦ Classroom Activity Matrix
◦ Evaluation Worksheet
◦ ELO-at-a-Glance
◦ Instruction-at-a-Glance
◦ Checklist for Important Elements for 

Supporting Early Literacy



Professional 
Development Modules
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About the Modules
The new edition of Building Blocks includes online access to 7 comprehensive training modules 
designed to reinforce main ideas and practices described in the book.

Each module includes:

A PowerPoint slide deck

Presenter notes

Learning activities

Helpful resources
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Module Topics
Using the Building Blocks Framework

Ongoing Child Assessment

Planning for the Individual Child

Using Visuals to Support Learning

Applying the Building Blocks Framework to Math and Science

Applying the Building Blocks Framework to Developmentally Appropriate 
Classroom Behavior

Extending the Building Blocks Framework to Infants and Toddlers
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PowerPoint Slide Deck 
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Each module includes a designed 
PowerPoint presentation with 
corresponding presenter notes. 

The notes list the main points 
from each slide and can be used 
as a basis for the 
presentation.

Building Blocks for Teaching Preschoolers with Special Needs, Third Edition by Susan R. Sandall, Ilene S. Schwartz, Gail E. Joseph, & Ariane N. Gauvreau.
Copyright © 2019 by Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co. All rights reserved. 



Learning Activities
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The included Learning Activities can 
be used to increase interaction with 
participants (e.g., students, 
trainees) and check on participant 
knowledge. 

Each activity is broken out into 
clear, easy-to-follow steps.



Helpful Resources 
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The Helpful Resources include 
books, articles, chapters, and 
websites that provide additional 
information about the main topic 
of the module. 

These resources can be used as 
additional readings for 
participants. 



Learn more
and

order today!
http://bit. ly/Building-Blocks-3e
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