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 LESSON 1 12
CHAPTER

Be on the lookout for children who may be having difficulty, and take care to work with them 
later so that they understand.

2.2. Introduce the Song “Apples and Bananas”

Apples and Bananas

eat apples bananas

3. Introducing Bb, /b/
 Bb.

Bb

consonants. Bb  consonant.

Bb

3.1. Helicopter Game: Bb, /b/

Helicopter Game Picture Cards are conveniently provided online for every lesson, including this 
one. Even so, in this first lesson, it is a good idea to use real objects instead of pictures. Using 
real objects helps to convey to children that letter–sound correspondence pertains not just to 
curriculum words but also to words of all kinds.

four
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 LESSON 112
CHAPTER

This game is similar to the game of airplane when feeding a baby except that instead of flying a 
spoon into a baby’s mouth, you fly your pointer finger or a laser pointer around until it alights on 
one of the objects displayed. (Note: The term pointer is used in this chapter to describe either 
your finger or a laser pointer.)

As in playing airplane with a baby, it is important to move the pointer in ways that surprise 
and engage: Let it move through the air slowly or zip by. Let it ascend or descend straight up and 
down like a helicopter. Let it circle, zoom, swoop, or hover. Let it dither, even changing its mind 
at the last moment. Occasionally, let it get caught shifting back and forth between two of the 
objects or return to the same object over and over.

When landing on an object, be sure to dwell for a moment so that all of the children have 
time to think and learn.

3.2. I’m Thinking of Something that Starts with: Bb

Bb

It is a good idea to use the Popsicle stick mug when calling for each answer. In addition to a stick 
with each child’s name, include a number of sticks labeled “all,” “girls,” and “boys.”
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