STU DENT LANGUAGE SCALE

SCREENER

for Language &
Literacy Disorders
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Screen students ages 6—18 years for
language & literacy disorders, including dyslexia
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LEARN MORE



SCREENER

for Language &
Literacy Disorders

The SLS screener is an
evidence-based
guestionnaire and screener
that gathers input about a
student’s language &
literacy skills from parents,
teachers, and students.
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valuable information
about strengths and
needs—so you can
plan next steps for

students at risk for

disorders.



The SLS has been validated for
three purposes.
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o Screening

The SLS can accurately identify students who should
be evaluated further for a language/literacy disorder.
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o Screening

The SLS can accurately identify students who should
be evaluated further for a language/literacy disorder.

Sensitivity and specificity for screening with the SLS
are strong for ratings made by teachers and parents.

Teachers .90 .90

Parents .85 .83
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Gather input for evaluation & planning

-

The SLS can be used to gather input about a struggling
student's strengths and needs from multiple sources.
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Gather input for evaluation & planning

The SLS can be used to gather input about a struggling
student's strengths and needs from multiple sources.

This meets the requirements of IDEA (PL-108-446) to
gather parent and teacher input as part of evaluation and
planning activities for students with special needs.
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e School-home communication

Professionals can compare SLS forms at meetings such as
parent-teacher conferences to enhance school-home
communication for students at all ability levels.




Fast & easy

Teachers, parents, and
students each
complete the one-
page SLS individually
In just 3 minutes or
less.

Administration and
scoring is simple—a
pencil and paper are
all you need.
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SCREENER

for Language &
Literacy Disorders

The SLS Screener Kit
includes:

e One User’s Manual

* 50 Student Language Scale forms
* One Quick Start Guide
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Student

La n g u ag e Sca I e S LS LANGUAGE & LITERACY SKILLS™

Nickola Wolf Nelson, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, BCS-CL
Barbara M. Howes, Ph.D., LMSW
Michele A. Anderson, Ph.D., CCC-SLP

This Student Language Scale may be used with the Test of Integrated Language and Literacy Skills™, other assessment tests, or as a stand-alone measure
to gather multiple perspectives on a student's language/literacy abilities and other skills.

Student’s name: Demographic information about the
Person responding: ] General education teacher [ Special education teacher student and respondent who is filling
O Student [ Parent/guardian out the SLS.
RATING SCALE
Compared with other students of the same age, circle the Not Very
number to show how good this student is at... good good
1. Understanding school vocabulary words 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
2. Using school vocabulary words when talking
3. Figuring out new words when reading Ratmg §cale: . " .
= = The 12-item rating scale section of the SLS incorporates
4. Spelling words correctly when writing W % &
= —— descriptive statements that informants rate using a
5. Understanding a story when listening 7-point Likert-like scale. The directions are to rate the
6. Telling a story that makes sense student on each item, “compared with other students of
7. Understanding a story when reading the same age.” This involves circling a number between
= 1 and 7, with anchors of (1) Not good and (7) Very good.
8. Writing a story that makes sense . 4
? =Y — Items 1-8 represent the eight components of the TILLS
9. Following spoken directions model for language/literacy skills, and Items 9-12
10. Being organized about schoolwork represent related cognitive/social skills.
11. Paying attention in school
12. Interacting socially with other students 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

ABILITY CHECKLIST
Please check the things that you think are easiest for this student to do:
O Art (drawing/painting) [ODance [OMusic [OMechanical [OSports OOMath [ Social [OListening [ Talking

OReading O Writing O Other:
Comments: Ability checklist:

This duplicated checklist of skills represents nonlanguage
as well as language skill areas. Informants are asked to
Please check the things that you think are hardest for this studentto d  check the areas that are easiest for the student on the first
O Art (drawing/painting) CIDance CMusic [Mechanical CSpof list, and those that are hardest for the student from the

OReading O Writing [ Other: same set of choices. This allows for input on areas of
ComGHE strength, as well as on the second list on areas of concern.
PRIORITY QUESTION

What one thing do you think is most important to help this student do better at school?

Priority question:

This question is open ended, allowing a wide variety of
responses, which can reflect personal meanings. It also
requests the informant to prioritize the area of greatest

concern.

The SLS is made

up of 4 sections.
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- Student’s name: \) Mg‘hl’\

|

Grade: SH" Date: ”/;2.6/|5

Person responding:

O General education teacher O Special education teacher O Other:

O Student

MParent/guardian

Demographic information about the student and
respondent who is filling out the SLS.
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RATING SCALE
! Compared with other students of the same age, circle the Not Very
number to show how good this student is at... good good
1. Understanding school vocabulary words 1 2 3 4 @ 6 7

2. Using school vocabulary words when talking

3. Figuring out new words when reading

4. Spelling words correctly when writing

5. Understanding a story when listening

6. Telling a story that makes sense

7. Understanding a story when reading

8. Writing a story that makes sense

9. Following spoken directions

10. Being organized about schoolwork

11. Paying attention in school

The 12-item rating scale section

incorporates descriptive statements that
informants rate using a 7-point Likert-
like scale. The directions are to rate the
student on each item, “compared with

other students of the same age.”

1 Z 3 4 o)

12. Interacting socially with other students

1 2 3 4 5
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RATING SCALE

Compared with other students of the same age, circle the Not Very

number to show how good this student is at... good good
1. Understanding school vocabulary words 1 2 3 4 @ 6 7
2. Using school vocabulary words when talking 1 2 2 il (A a 7
3. Figuring out new words when reading ltems 1 and P ask abOUt US|ng 7
4. Spelling words correctly when writing 74
5. Understanding a story when listening SC h OOI VOCa b u Ia ry Wh en @
6. Telling a story that makes sense | iSte N | ng or {a I kl ng, 7
7. Understanding a story when reading | z o e & O 7
8. Writing a story that makes sense 1 2 3 4 (5) 6 7
9. Following spoken directions 1 2 3 4 5 @ ¥

10. Being organized about schoolwork 1 2 3 4 @ 6 7

11. Paying attention in school 1 2 3 4 5 (@ 7

1 2 3 4 5 6

12. Interacting socially with other students

@
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RATING SCALE

. | Compared with other students of the same age, circle the
number to show how good this student is at...

Not
good

Very
good

1. Understanding school vocabulary words 1 2 3 4 @ 6 7
2. Using school vocabulary words when talking &
— , Items 3 and 4 ask about
3. Figuring out new words when reading 7
4. Spelling words correctly when writing soun d/WO rd IEVE' d b| I |t|es fO I 74
5. Understanding a story when listenin 1 H H 7
D3 sy . reading decoding and written @
6. Telling a story that makes sense . 7
7. Understanding a story when reading S pe' I I ng' 7
8. Writing a story that makes sense T 2 3 q (5) 6 7
9. Following spoken directions 1 2 3 4 5 @ ¥
10. Being organized about schoolwork 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
11. Paying attention in school 1 2 3 4 5 (@ 7
12. Interacting socially with other students 1 2 3 4 5 6 (’7)
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RATING SCALE
Compared with other students of the same age, circle the Not Very
number to show how good this student is at... good good
. Understanding school vocabulary words 1 2 3 4 @ 6
. Using school vocabulary words when talking 1 2 2 A /A A

. Figuring out new words when reading

. Spelling words correctly when writing

. Understanding a story when listening

. Telling a story that makes sense

. Understanding a story when reading

ltems 5 and 6 ask about

listening comprehension and

spoken expression of stories.
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. Writing a story that makes sense

9. Following spoken directions

10. Being organized about schoolwork

11. Paying attention in school
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12. Interacting socially with other students
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RATING SCALE
— : Compared with other students of the same age, circle the Not Very
s ot | nUMber to show how good this student is at... good good
. . Understanding school vocabulary words 1 2 3 4 @ 6
. Using school vocabulary words when talking 1 2 2 A /A A
. Figuring out new words when reading ltems 7 an d 8 ask 3 bo ut
. Spelling words correctly when writing . .
. Understanding a story when listening rea d | ng com p re h €nsion an d
Telling a story that makes sense written formulation of stories.

. Understanding a story when reading

. Writing a story that makes sense 1

. Following spoken directions

. Being organized about schoolwork
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. Paying attention in school
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. Interacting socially with other students
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RATING SCALE
l Compared with other students of the same age, circle the Not Very
number to show how good this student is at... good good
1. Understanding school vocabulary words . - 2 4 A - ]
2. Using school vocabulary words when talking |te Mms 9—1 2 as k ad bO ut Cogn itive
3. Figuring out new words when reading . .
and social skills that are closely
4. Spelling words correctly when writing . . o
5. Understanding a story when listening aSSOC|ated Wlth Cogn |t|Ve' )
6. Telling a story that makes sense linguistic abilities, executive
7. Understanding a story when reading k ” d d . d . I
8. Writing a story that makes sense SKI S’ an academic an S0Cla
9. Following spoken directions pe rfo Fmance.
10. Being organized about schoolwork T 2 o) T (& &)
11. Paying attention in school 1 2 3 4 5 (@ 7
12. Interacting socially with other students 1 2 3 4 5 6 (’7)




Student 1 BR S . .
Language Scale E Screening for Dyslexia

RATING SCALE

Compared with other students of the same age, circle the

number to show how good this student is at...

Not
good

. Understanding school vocabulary words

1 2 3 4 ) 6

. Using school vocabulary words when talking

. Figuring out new words when reading

. Spelling words correctly when writing

. Understanding a story when listening

. Telling a story that makes sense

. Understanding a story when reading

. Writing a story that makes sense

© |10 ([N [0 ]|~ W IN|—=

. Following spoken directions

—
o

. Being organized about schoolwork

—i
-

. Paying attention in school

Low ratings on items 3 and 4, in
conjunction with low ratings on
items 7 & 8 (reading
comprehension and written
expression), signal a particular
risk for dyslexia.

—
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. Interacting socially with other students

1 2 3 4 5 @

1 2 3 4 5 6
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ABILITY CHECKLIST

~ Please check the things that you think are easiest for this student to do:

-ﬂArt (drawing/painting) [ Dance [JMusic MMeChanicaI MSports MMath MSociaI [ Listening MTaIking
[0 Reading [ Writing [ Other:

Comments:

== Omtdoor/ nature education

. Please check the things that you think are hardest for this student to do:
- O Art (drawing/painting) [ Dance [OMusic [O0Mechanical [OSports [ Math [Social [Listening [ Talking

.ﬁReading MWriting [ Other: ] ] ] ]
P This duplicated checklist of skills represents

nonlanguage as well as language skill areas.

| Informants are asked to check the areas that are
easiest for the student on the first list, and those
that are hardest for the student from the same set
I of choices. This allows for input on areas of strength,
as well as on the second list on areas of concern.
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' What one thing do you think is most important to help this student do better at school?

His 504 plan.

This question is open ended, allowing a wide
variety of responses, which can reflect personal |~

— meanings. It also requests the informant to
' ] prioritize the area of greatest concern.




Perfect for use with TILLS!

The SLS is an ideal

E & LITERACY sk - &'L”:'r’sﬁfc';';,{,fg com pa n io n to t h e
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¥ s TILLS test.
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Start by giving the SLS
to your whole class,
and if results indicate
a student is at risk,
follow up with TILLS
assessment.



http://tillstest.com/
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SCREENER
for Language &
Literacy Disorders

For more information, visit
www.brookespublishing.com/sls
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