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About the Book




About the Book

Aligned with the science of reading, this innovative guidebook reveals
how to unlock literacy and learning skills by captivating K=12 students
with the power of stories: how they’re structured, how they reflect and
change lives, and how students can create their own original narratives.

Using dozens of diverse fiction and nonfiction books as vivid examples,
you’ll discover how to teach 12 key story elements (Story Frames) in
dynamic, fun, and highly visual ways, including Quick Draws, storyboards,
and icons that make narrative structure easy to grasp.
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About the Book

Then you’ll get in-depth guidance on how to use knowledge of story
structure to build core literacy skills—from oral language to reading
comprehension—and empower students to write their own personal
stories in a variety of genres.

Enhanced with more than 35 adaptable lesson plans and a complete
package of online support materials, Story Frames is an accessible
pathway to structured literacy that any educator can start using right
away. You’ll use it year after year to strengthen your students’ skills and
instill a lifelong love of reading and writing in every learner.
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Meet the Author

Carolee Dean, M.S., CCC-SLP, CALT

Carolee Dean, M.S., CCC-SLP, CALT, is the founder of Word Travel Literacy,
specializes in the treatment of dyslexia, other language-based learning
differences, and autism. With over twenty years of experience in the public
schools, she now focuses on teletherapy, consultation, and resource
development.

Read Ms. Dean’s full bio
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About the 12 Story Frames Elements




About the Elements

Story Frames uses the
same 12-element plot
structure to discuss a
variety of genres, including
narrative nonfiction
picture books, chapter
books, and novels.
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The 12 Elements
- I I

The 12 elements found in Story Frames are described briefly below. Note:

Whenever he or she appears generically, these terms should be considered as
gender-neutral references.

0 Ordinary World: The main character (MC) appears in his everyday world.

e Call and Response: Something alerts the MC that things are about to change. She may

quickly embark on the story journey, or a period of reflection, argument, and defiance
may follow.

e Mentors, Guides, and Gifts: Someone comes along to help the MC get started. This story
element often involves gifts or information that will help the hero on his journey and
motivate him to begin.
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The 12 Elements

e Crossing: The MC crosses over from the Ordinary World to the New World.

e New World: The MC may travel to an entirely new location or his current world may be
changed by the arrival of someone or something new. Whatever happens, a new
situation will arise.

e Problems, Prizes, and Plans: A clear story goal emerges. It will start with either a Problem
to be solved or a Prize to attain. The MC then makes Plans to attain the Prize or solve the
Problem.

e Midpoint Attempt: Going for the Prize: This represents a major attempt to achieve a goal
and the consequence of that effort. It occurs midway through the story.
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The 12 Elements
- I I

e Downtime Response: The MC responds to whatever happened at the Midpoint. It may be
a time of celebration or reflection. New Plans may need to be made. Some twist usually
sends the action off in a new direction.

e Chase and Escape: The MC pursues her goal or, sometimes, she is pursued by an
adversary.

@ Death and Transformation: The MC’s life or happiness may be in peril, someone close to
him might die, or what he holds most dear may be threatened. As a result, he goes
through an inner Transformation.
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The 12 Elements

@ Climax: The Final Test: The MC must face his ultimate challenge and prove that the
changes he has made are real and not just temporary. It is the Final Test.

@ Final Reward: The MC gets what she has earned. There is often a celebration and
reflection on what has happened.

Story Frames provides a structure for understanding stories that may be used to
develop key skills for students of any ability level. The use of pictography

strategies, storyboards, and icons representing the various story elements helps
to make abstract concepts concrete and accessible.
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INnterior Features




About the Features

Story Frames for Teaching Literacy, includes a variety of features
designed to enhance reader understanding.

Examples include:

9 Downloadable Resources Tips for online learning 0 Chapter conclusions
and teletherapy

Sample Activities @ Tables and figures @ References

B]m IE S | © 2021 Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co., Inc. | All rights reserved.



Downloa

The Story
Frames Approach

Introduction and Toals

Marratives mon anly couch cur beara and minds, but ean aleo bo ased o address = wide
wariety of lteracy skilla After reviewing the research on story grammar, Lehr (198T)
concludes that developing s structure for understanding stories i ome of the best ways o
et rage the developme ot of reading comprebanaion and writieg ergandzarion. Marzols
(2015) reports thet studonts who aederstand story sorusture not enly hewe o more effos.
tive frnmewarks for retelling storics. they are also better at both nsking and onawering
rarstiona shout s narretive. Alhough studenta will encounter 8 variety of text sinxctares
througheat theirsehaol yoars, Marzol reminds us that mest of the texte they will read i
elementary school are narratives. Yet reading remains a daunting task for many.
A canziderable mumber of studerta straggle with achieyimg reading profics
2019 Nation's Raport Cards for mash and resding (Grs n
2019 and based o Hational Asssssment of Edue Progroas (MAEP) duta, chowed
& peroentage of student ot or shove

B4R Jor cighth pradors (down two pareontage points from 2017). (Sae hewpeynooeed gov
/nationereporteard )
Writing alao poses difficulties for studenta Seudents with expresaive langusge defi-
cics ofien struggle with writing, Eut ever studente in the geners| edwestion populatios
iffieulty with this highly complex tusk. Most children can crente simple norratives
. Studente with bangunge diserders often comtinue to have difficalsy with both
len m.rr.!l\mlnﬂieu b Sludenumlh -mnmmmmnrhuumm

Inregard todyslexia, mnngd:ﬁ-nhmdhnpm:vtmm adulthood with continuing
ceficits in apelling. Even adulte with dredexia who have d.-v:hl'ed-'.\ml-mdl.lnl aften

and ometional disndvantages, such ap inoronsed nnxity, deprosgics
welfenteem (Moojen ot al_ 20201 Moogen e al ‘s study found that adult =abjescts
and withom dyslevis hensflrred from weing 1eer @rusurs 1o organ ive racall of
hed read Theoy determined that understanding text structure belpod odules mﬂlﬂf:hm
compensats for persisting core deficits in phonaleginal swareneas. preodoword reading,
reading fluency, and writing.

Story grammar ean be s asefal ool 10 1each writing skills as wall se compeehension
be-camse in represents the incernal structure of a story, It provides guidelines for each part

DOWHNLOADABLE
RESCURCES

Keep thase core
instructional
FESOUICES O
a1 USE With
Story Frames:
Complete
Stordooord, Bagic
Stordboard,
Bark Storyboard
Temokate
|Complete).
Béark Storyboard
temokate

|BaEl), Story
Bernert Rubfc
|Completel. and
Story Bement
Rubrc [Basc).
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DOWNLOADABLE
RESOURCES

Keep these core
instructional
resources on
hand to use with
Story Frames:
Complete
Storyboard, Basic
Storyboard,
Blank Storyboard
template
(Complete),
Blank Storyboard
template

(Basic), Story
Element Rubric
(Complete), and
Story Element
Rubric (Basic).

Downloadable resources
inform readers which core
instructional materials
they should have on hand
throughout the chapter.




Sample Activities

LESSONM &B: THE TIES THAT BIND

ACTIVITY

Directions

1, Using the sentences on the Plot Pages, instruct students to write transition words or
phrases at the end of each page to show a shift between paragraphs. Tell them a list of
tranzition words may be found ontheir storyboard. Use a different color of pencll or pen

50 additions are easy to see. This may also hadmeforaachssmmuu in the margin for
older students.

2. Circle pronouns referring to people (him, her, she, he, they). Tell students to proof-
read the sentence to make sure It is elear who the pronoun is refereing to. If this 2 not
clear, Instruct students to cross out the pronoun and write the neme of the character
abowe it.

3. Insert these additions when writing the story summary on the summary page.

Credting an Intreduction and Cenclusion

Toturn these paragraphs into a summary, the student then creates an introduction and a
conclusion. They may add these components to the first and last paragraphs, or the intro-
duction and conchusion may become additional paragraphs for older students. If they are
standalone paragraphs, the summary becomes a five-paragraph writing assignment. For
some students, meraly constructing one pamgraph based cn one section of the story is
encugh ofa challenge.

A review of student writing samples in CCSS Appendix C (found at http:/www
corestandards org/fassets/Appendix C.pdf), as well asapecific standards for Writing Text
Types and Purposes across Grades 1-8, reveals these expectations:

1. First grade: Students are expected to write an Introduction that includes the title of
a book, thelr opindon about the book, reasons for thelr opinion, and provide a sense
afclosure,

2. Becond prads: In addition to the first-grade expestations, the intreduction and conolu-
sion are written as statements, One sentence for each would be a reasonable aim.

2. Thirdeeade: Ideas are mouped into paragraphe. Introductions and conclusions may etill
comprise only single sentences, but might also appear in sections that resemble short
paragraphs.

4. Fourth and fifth grade: An introductory paragraph clearly states the topic. Conelusions
typically appear in their owm parageapha, but thess may be short or may atill only he
statements of one o tWo SETtences.

5. Middle school: Writing expectations continue to grow: Introductory and conchading
paragraphs should be longer, but as sentences become more complex, sometimes the
actual number of sentences i still low. There is a stronger sense that the conclusion
arises from the arg t or opinion pr d in the ding paragraphs.

To further explore the coneept of introductions and conelusions, see the lesson plans that
follow for the oral language activities called Bookends and Cash for Our Canse.

Objectives:

Improve written orga-
nizafion and syntax
skills; encouroge use
of trarsition words and
cohedve tles

Grade Level:
Third and up

Timve:
45 minutes
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ACTIVITY

Objectives:

Improve written orga-
nization and syntax
skills; encourage use
of transition words and
cohesive ties

Grade Level:
Third and up

Time:
45 minutes

Throughout the book,
readers can find sample
activities that include

methods for differentiating
instruction for both
emerging and advanced
readers and writers.




X Tips for online learning and teletherapy ..

TIPS FOR ONLINE LEARNING AND TELETHERAPY

The following tips for worklng with students online are specific to this chapter. Ea C h C h a pte r i n C I u d e S

1. Forthe Rhyme Sorf lesson plan, copy and paste the spider web from

the downloadable resources onfo o Google slide. After adding the
be moved In and out of the splder web for demonstration purposes.
Emuall the splder web and splders to the home or school. The monl-

2. ForQdd One Out, choosing which waord in 4 list does not riyme Wwith The: | e S S O n S O r t h e ra py
others, The educdior shares The Word 5T with students vid screen shars

rrames 1o The various spiders, cregte screenshols of thea spiders and St ra teg i e S t h at Ca n b e
copy them onia the side with The spider web. The spiders can Then
tor working with the student|s) may assist them with constructing the I m p I e m e nte d d u rl n g
splders and the welb.
and uses the annotatlon feature of Ioom to allow students to cross out
the word that does not rhyme with the others.

virtually.

3. Project all poefry examples using the screen share feature of Zoom or
another onling plattorm,

4, Forthe Halku Bullder activity, student responses may be typed Into a
PowerPoint file or Word document and shared vig screen share,
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. Tables and Figures

Directions: Roll the dice fo chooee 1) a main character, 2| what the main charscter i@ doing ot the
shart of the story, and 3) o seting. Put these three things together fo creofe on opening senfence.
MAIM CHARACTER
1 Tesnagsr 4 Afnlete
2 Prince or princess 5 Grondparent
3 Seimnfist & Arnimnal
e Tt 1. Coms ottt More than 80 tables and
1 Vimtching TV Grades Mamafive Persuasive Expository
I k-1 Proto-namatives |heaps Smple statemants of Simple axpressions of . . .
2 Claaning of actions or chaing opinion on a sublect. toplcrelated Informa- f
- SolET  Recwmieass igures reinforce importan
. Cooking SEQUBMNCES)
-3 True narratives with simple Opinlons with reasons Mostly lst-criented facts
SETMNG episodic structure {micstly expedential) and minimal details -
based on experence concepts an roviae
1 Trail=r and some source
materials
Z Howe 48 Eloborated episode struc-  Opinions with reasons Facts and details .
3 School ture [goals and plans. {experiential. emaotional. organized around Wa S to m O re e a S I
coordinated setting. and minimal factualf major themes/quall-
plot, and character logical) thowgh often no ties (marked in text)
figwe 6.8, Sample Dicey Tofes Onliorn. traits) with somewhat markers of negotiation based more on source .
P P PN P P P N N P P ] more literate languoge [counter-orgumenits] materials
e unaerstan e material.
712 sequential, inferoctive, True parsuasion with fac- Relaftionships betweasan
and nested eplsodes tualflogical oppeals that themes/qualitles
with multiple characters, are related and focused are elaborated and
competing goals, and with supporting data Information i based
figurative languoge ond counterargumanits on vatted sources with
citations
From Troig, G, A. (20146, Oclober|, Leaming progressions for wifing genres and insfructional supports for shedents
with LD/ dyslexio, In G, A, Troig [Chair), Development. assessment. and instruction of writing skils in chidren with
and without lsaming disobiities, Symposium conducied at the mesting of the Infernafional Dyslexia Asociafion.
JWWWWWWM\
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Chapter Conclusions

CONCLUSION: STORY FRAMES AND THE SALUTOGENIC APPROACH

The Story Frames approach provides structure, image, and content to the writing process.
Story Frames establishes an external support system for the writer in the same way that
a map gives us guidance and orientation when we travel. Using Story Frames gives the
students access to explicit step-by-step directions leading directly to the intended desti-

nation. Offering such an outline or guide for students to consider both prior to and while E h h I 1 h
writing instills confidence and a sense of connectedness. a C C a pte r C O S e S W I t
The inner structure for writing can be provided by the salutogenic approach to execu-

tive functions. Activating the student’s capacity for mental images and directly teaching a fi n a I S e Ct i O n t h at

the student how to preview and review starts the necessary process of inner engagement.
Active and passive attention working together with mental imagery and review and pre-

view opens up access to the full range of executive skills we use for receptive and expres- S u m m a r i Z e S i ts key

sive language. Tt then becomes possible for the student to unite gkills in the craft of writing

together with personal insight and executive function. The writing process becomes: I t d . d

= Comprehensible, becanse the student understands the basic principles of what is being e e m e n S a n p rOVI e S
asked, understanding and comprehending what is being asked of her in the writing 5
readers with an abstract

Meaningful, because the student feels as if she can relate to the content of the story she

is writing, the storybecomes a part of her own story, and is therefore relevant Of t h e C Ove re d m a t e ri a I :

Manageable, hecanse the writing is tanght with consistent practice of the basie tools of
writing, and the student becomes more gkilled in the craft of writing

When the outer structure of Story Frames meets the inner structure of a salutogenic
approach to executive functions, the student experiences security, confidence, and success.
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About the Materials

Readers can access, download, and print the
following from the Brookes Download Hub:

® Sample storyboards and templates BrookeatE e Hub
® 40+ handouts and worksheets e i
® Game cards

e Slide decks to use in instruction

@ 30+ sample story analyses of books for children and
young adults

@ Brief literature guides for applying Story Frames to
picture books and to chapter books and novels

Visit the Brookes Download Hub P>
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