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Introduction

The purpose of the fourth edition of the Multisensory Teaching of Basic Language Skills Activity Book
is to help reinforce the information gained during teacher preparation from texts, classroom lec-
tures, and practicums. These activities provide teachers with opportunities to reflect on and assimi-
late newly acquired linguistic concepts, along with a check of their knowledge and practice skills for
teaching Structured Literacy that are aligned with Knowledge and Practice Standards for Teachers of
Reading (International Dyslexia Association [IDA], 2018). In addition, the activities can act as a plat-
form from which to plan lessons with these concepts for their students.

Teacher knowledge is essential to student success (Brady & Moats, 1997; IDA, 2018; Piasta,
Connor, Fishman, & Morrison, 2009). Teachers must understand the theoretical underpinnings
of literacy acquisition. They must know effective methods for teaching literacy skills and ways to
differentiate their instruction to meet the needs of all students. Teachers themselves must possess
underlying linguistic skills and insights about different language structures so that they can
successfully instruct their students. The textbook Multisensory Teaching of Basic Language Skills,
Fourth Edition (Birsh & Carreker, 2018), provides teachers with current research findings and specific
multisensory methods of instruction in all areas of literacy. This activity book is a supplement to
that textbook and contains activities that reinforce and extend the information presented in it. The
activities are designed to target and refine necessary linguistic skills and insights about language
structures that teachers need to know to ensure that their students know them, too. In addition, the
activities are also coordinated with Chapters 3-8 of the textbook Becoming a Professional Reading
Teacher (Aaron, Joshi, & Quatroche, 2008).

The section “Activities Arranged by Structured Literacy Components” on the following pages
coordinates the activities in the workbook with the chapters in the Birsh and Carreker (2018)
textbook. Readers can progress through the chapters in that textbook and, as they finish each
chapter, complete the activities that relate to that chapter, or readers can complete the exercises
in this activity book in order and then read and refer to the related chapters in the textbook. For
each activity, an icon appearing at the top right corner indicates the chapter(s) from the textbook
that would be particularly helpful for users to refer to while completing the activity. Some activities
also include referrals to a teacher web site that offer readers demonstrations of teachers engaged
in teaching those concepts.

All of the activities are designed to enhance teachers’ knowledge base. The reason some
activities, purposefully, have more than one chapter reference is that knowledge about Structured
Literacy overlaps from content area to content area, reinforcing the interrelatedness of the
information. Some activities can be adapted for use with students. For example, interspersed among
the activities are 19 Try This exercises designed specifically for use with students in the classroom
or small-group settings. Furthermore, Appendixes A-O contain many resources teachers can use
to enhance their own understanding of linguistic concepts and their presentation to their students.
There are reproducible games, charts, graphic organizers, word lists, comprehension passages, and
templates for lesson plans. The appendices included with the print book are also available as Online
Companion Materials (OCM) on the companion web site for this book at www.brookespublishing.
com/carreker/materials for both print and e-book buyers. Finally, there is an Answer Key for all
of the activities so that teachers can check their understanding while they are learning new skills.
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A guide to activities coordinated with the Aaron et al. (2008) textbook can be found at the end of
the Answer Key.

NOTE TO MULTISENSORY STRUCTURED LANGUAGE EDUCATORS

Some of the activities in the workbook share the same title. For example, Activities 17 and 18 are
both titled Phoneme Checklist. In a training setting, participants complete the first activity for prac-
tice. The second activity with the same title could be completed as an assessment.
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Emergent Literacy (Chapter 4)
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English Language Learners (Chapter 19)
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Executive Function (Chapter 8)
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Fluency (Chapter 12)
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Handwriting (Chapter 11)
Activities: 65, 66, 67, 68, 69
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Multisensory Teaching (Chapter 2)
Activities: 1,5, 9,10, 16, 25, 26,28, 33, 34, 38, 39, 40, 41,49,52,53,54, 55, 60, 66,81, 82,83, 84, 88
Try This H
(Note: Most of the activities in this book contain multisensory/multimodal elements to practice.)
Oral Language (Chapter 3)
Activity: 4
Phonological Awareness and Phonemes (Chapter 6)
Activities: 5, 8,9,10,11,12,13,14,15,16,17,18, 19,52, 53, 54, 55
Spelling (Chapter 10)
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ACTIVITY 6

What Children Know
Chapter 4

and What They Can Explore e

Think about two subjects. Brainstorm things preschool children might know about the subject and what they might
like to explore about the subject. An example is provided for you.

Subject What children know What children can explore
Squirrels Squirrels are grey. Where do squirrels live?
They hop. Can we find baby squirrels?
They're good jumpers. When they jump from tree to tree do they ever fall?
They eat acorns. Why are their tails so big?
Birds Birds have feathers. Do all birds have feathers?
They make different sounds. What birds live near our playground?
They have two wings. Can all birds fly?
Birds fly in the air. Where are the birds going that fly in big groups?
Subject What children know What children can explore
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