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E
arly identification is the first step to helping young children 

with language delays get on track for reading proficiency and

school success. But how do you find the children who might 

need extra support? 

It’s simple with the Quick Interactive Language Screener™ (QUILS™), a game-

like, web-based screener that helps you evaluate the language skills of children ages

3 through 5 years—and make sure their progress is appropriate for their age group.

QUILS stands apart from all other language screeners. That’s because it measures 

not only language products (what the child already knows) but also language 

processes (how the child learns new words and grammar structures). 

QUILS looks at three critical areas:

1 VOCABULARY: 
What words do children already know?

2 SYNTAX: 
What do children understand about how words go together in sentences?

3 PROCESS:
How good are children at learning new language items?

Read on to learn more about the benefits of this one-of-a-kind screener

and how QUILS can help your program!
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INDICIA

Your new screener for 
early language skills!

Research shows close links between early 

language skills and school success—but too 

many children enter kindergarten with 

language delays that have gone unnoticed. 

QUILS is the fun, quick, and easy tool 

you need to catch potential language 

issues in the critical early years, so that 

interventions can start before delays 

become long-term difficulties.

Open to learn more about this 
groundbreaking new screener! 

— Melissa Scopio, M.S., CCC-SLP,
Clinical Supervisor

(QUILS™) is like no other
screening for the early
childhood population.

Developed by Roberta Michnick Golinkoff, Ph.D., Jill de Villiers, Ph.D.,  
Kathy Hirsh-Pasek, Ph.D., Aquiles Iglesias, Ph.D., & Mary Sweig Wilson, Ph.D.
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Provides the 
standard 
score and 
percentile 
rank for the 
student’s 
results overall 
and for each 
area.

Figure 5.14. The QUILS Student Brief Report. This report provides a 
brief overview of an individual student’s screenings. 

Student Reports
Once a student has completed the screening, you can generate a variety of reports to view that student’s 
results. Student Reports provide an overview of the student’s screening, including overall performance, 
area scores, and brief recommendations. Brief descriptions of each Student Report follow. (For more 
information on scoring and interpreting the QUILS, refer to Chapter 7.)

Student Brief Report  This report provides a brief overview of the student’s individual screening
(see Figure 5.14). It includes the student’s overall score as well as his or her area scores for Vocabulary, Syntax, 
and Process. A bar graph displays the percentile ranks based on the relevant age norms. A separate section 
indicates follow-up recommendations for the student. 

Graph showing the student’s 
overall and area percentile ranks.

Brief recom-
mendation 
regarding 
whether the 
student should 
be evaluated at 
this time.

The criteria for recommendation describe 
the situations for which a student should be 
referred for follow-up evaluation.
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Figure 5.16. The QUILS detailed recommendation.

Student Detailed Report  This report provides all the information included in the Student Brief
Report plus a detailed breakdown of the student’s answers and raw score to every item in the screener 
(see Figure 5.15). This report enables inspection of the child’s responses in different areas and for dif-
ferent item types to help identify aspects of language comprehension where the student might benefit 
from additional support. The raw scores can support the in-depth look at a student’s performance in 
certain areas and types in the screener (for an example see Case 5 in Chapter 8). The total raw scores are 
provided for the overall screener and for each area at the end of the report. The data tables in Chapter 9 
can be used to inform your understanding of the student’s performance against the standard scores and 
percentile ranks. Figure 5.15 combines screenshots of two sections of the Student Detailed Report that 
are not shown in the Student Brief Report.  

  The Student Detailed Report also provides a 
more detailed recommendation (see Figure 5.16), 
which covers how the student scored in each area 
relative to the cut scores for the student’s age 
range and explains which results would indicate 
referral is recommended for the student for lan-
guage evaluation.

The cell with the 
student’s answer is 
highlighted in yellow.

The cell with the correct 
answer is highlighted in 
blue and bolded. If there is 
no yellow cell in the item’s 
row, the student did not 
answer.

Figure 5.15. A portion of a QUILS Student Detailed Report. This report recaptures the entire Student Brief Report 
as well as a detailed breakdown of the student’s answers to every item in the screener. 

The cell with the 
correct answer will be 
highlighted in yellow 
and bolded if the 
student selected the 
correct answer. 

For items that have two parts, the 
raw score is listed in the second 
row of the item. If the student 
answered the item correctly, a 
“1” is displayed in the right most 
column. If the student did not 
answer or answered the item 
incorrectly, a “0” is displayed in 
the right most column.
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This graph allows a comparison of the percentile 
ranks for each screening and shows the cutoff 
at the 25th percentile rank across the student’s 
results.

Figure 5.17. The QUILS Status Over Time Report. This report allows you to compare two screenings for the 
same student against the respective age norms for the dates of screening.

Status Over Time Report  This report allows you to compare two screenings for the same student
against the respective age norms for the dates of screening (e.g., if the student has a birthday in between the 
two screening dates, the report automatically uses the correct cut scores for the corresponding age range). It 
will provide an indication of the student’s language capability as demonstrated by the QUILS at two different 
points in time (see Figure 5.17). 

For the overall score and the area 
scores, this report presents the 
student’s standard scores and 
percentile ranks for each screen-
ing. For reference, this report also 
lists the cut score (i.e., the minimal 
score a student would need to be 
above the 25th percentile rank) for 
the relevant age group.
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Easy-to- 
interpret 
graphical 
representa-
tion of the 
percentile 
ranks.

A parent-friendly 
recommendation is provided.

Simple 
explanations 
are provided 
for each area.

Figure 5.18. The QUILS Parent Report. This report provides an overview of a 
student’s individual screening, including overall performance, area scores, and a 
brief recommendation.

Parent Report 
The Parent Report provides an effective way to inform parents and other primary caregivers that their 
child has completed a screening with the QUILS. This report displays the student’s percentile ranks 
for the overall performance as well as performance in each area (see Figure 5.18). It explains the QUILS 
using easy-to-understand language in order to be more accessible to families. The report also refers to 
the resources available through the QUILS web site in order to facilitate a conversation between teachers/ 
administrators and parents. 
  On the Resources page, the Tips for Discussing Reports with Parents (under the Downloadable 
Materials section) will help guide that conversation. Teachers and administrators can also provide par-
ents with the links for web sites in the Tips for Parents section, which includes tips, strategies, and activi-
ties specifically for parents as they support their child’s language skills development.
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Only the most recent screening 
in the previous 12 months will be 
included in this report.

Figure 5.19. The QUILS Group Status Report. This report provides an overview of multiple students based on 
selected criteria, allowing an at-a-glance view of the screening results or status information.

Group Reports 
The Group Reports enable an overview of multiple students based on selected criteria, allowing an 
at-a-glance view of screening results or status information. The teacher may select any subset of active 
students in the account to include in Group Reports, and the reports will automatically include the last 
screening for each student selected within the previous 12-month period.

Group Status Report  The Group Status Report (see Figure 5.19) helps monitor which students have
or have not completed the QUILS. For each student within the selected set, the Group Status Report will dis-
play the status of the most recent screening within the past 12 months: Complete, In progress, In progress—
Expired, or Not Started. 
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Figure 5.20. The QUILS Group Overview Report. This report displays a graph of the students’ overall percentile 
ranks to view the status of all of the students.

Group Overview Report  The Group Overview Report provides a group snapshot of students’ per-
formance in each area of the QUILS as well as overall. With this information, teachers can make planning 
decisions based on students’ language comprehension skills. The Group Overview Report displays a grid of 
students’ overall percentile ranks for each area score and for their overall score (see Figure 5.20). 

Based on the 
criteria for 
follow-up, the 
last column 
will indicate 
if a student 
should be 
referred for 
evaluation.

Cells 
highlighted 
in yellow 
indicate that 
the student’s 
score is 
below the 
cutoff.

Only the most recent screening in the previous 
12 months will be included in this report. If 
students have not started a screening or the 
screening is in progress in the past 12 months, 
those students will not be displayed even if you 
checked to include them in this report.
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