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Webinar Tips

Close any applications that use bandwidth or resources on your device
   

To submit a question, click “Questions” in the webinar panel and type in
your question
   

To minimize the webinar panel, click the orange arrow in the upper left of 
the panel
   

If you experience audio issues, you can switch to “Phone call” in the “Audio” 
section of the webinar panel and use the dial-in information provided
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Teaching Dual Language Learners
What Early Childhood Educators Need to Know

Get the essential knowledge and strategies 
to support young dual language learners in 

your classroom—and set them up for a 
lifetime of school success!

https://bpub.fyi/Teaching-DLLs

Book Giveaway

We’re giving away 3 FREE copies of

Teaching Dual Language 
Learners

Three attendees will be selected at random and 
emailed after the webinar. Submit your 

questions to increase your chances!



Survey

At the end of the webinar, you’ll 
be prompted to complete 

a short survey.

Let us know what you thought 
and you could win a free book!

Certificates

Certificates of attendance 
are available for all 
webinar viewers.



Dual Language Learners

• Across the nation, educational systems are experiencing an increase in the 
number of young children who speak a language other than English at home 
and are learning a second language

• Since 2000, DLL population in the U.S. has grown by 24% (Park et al., 2017) 

with more than 350 languages represented including:          

Spanish (59%) Chinese (3.3%) Tagalog (1.9%) 

Vietnamese (1.9%) Arabic (1.9%)

• Dual Language Learners (DLLs) make up a significant number of               

children in early childhood settings 

Goals for Today’s Coffee Chat

• Examine beliefs about dual 
language learners’ development 
and learning, and the research 
that supports these beliefs

• Explore ways to provide 
effective support for dual 
language learners in the 
classroom

• Discover connections between 
language and literacy 
development that are relevant for 
dual language learners

• Learn practical instructional 
strategies for promoting language 
and literacy development
 in dual language learners



Positive Beliefs 
Promote 

Responsive Practices

Teachers should 
continuously reflect 
on and examine their 
own beliefs. 

Ask Yourself: Do your 
beliefs align with your 
classroom practices?

Children are capable of successfully learning 
multiple languages

Over half of 
the world’s 

population is 
bilingual

Children can navigate 
different languages 

and cultures

Learning multiple 
languages during 

childhood does not 
cause a language 

delay or impairment

The process of developing 
and learning multiple 
languages does not cause 
developmental delay or 
language impairment

There are multiple 
successful 

methods for 
children to 

become bilingual

Multiple languages may be 
spoken at home or school or

one language may be spoken at 
home & a different language 

spoken at school or in the 
community



Quality and quantity of input are important 
for language learning

QUALITY

Adults must be intentional, 
responsive, and comfortable 
speaking the language; engaging 
in frequent interactions and 
conversations with the child. 

Quality language exposure 
includes talking, singing, and 
reading with the child.

QUANTITY

Children’s language growth 
depends on the amount of input 
they are receiving in each 
language. 

Children need exposure to 
language to develop language.

Knowledge of a first language can support 
learning a second language

Academic Language

It takes children 5-7 years to 
develop enough academic English 
to engage in and participate in a 
school curriculum.
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Social Language

It takes children 3-5 years to 
learn social aspects of a 

language. Some children will 
begin speaking a new language 

immediately but it will take 
them several years to  become 

proficient. It is important to 
continue building the first 

language.

First Language as the 
Foundation

A strong foundation in one 
language can help in the 
development of a second 
language
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Bilingualism/ Multilingualism have many 
linguistic, cognitive, and cultural benefits

Cultural03
Children continue to communicate with 

family members, develop cultural 
competence, and strengthen their identity.

Cognitive02
Knowing more than one 

language can help with planning 
and regulating behavior, thinking 

flexibly, and inhibitory control.

Linguistic01
Learning one language helps in 
the development of a second or 

third language. Many skills 
transfer across languages. 

Focus on Language and Literacy



The Reading Rope

Strategies for Developing Language 
and Literacy Skills with DLLs

• Focus on language development and extended 
vocabulary

• Foster phonological awareness 
• Integrate instruction on letter identification, 

decoding, word recognition skills
• Support learning about book concepts and print 

knowledge
• Engage students in early writing 
• Support home languages



Language Development and Vocabulary

 High Quality Interactions

• engage children in hearing and 
using different words

• back-and-forth conversations
• opportunities to develop new 

words in context
• scaffolding--confirm, recast, 

elaborate
• reading books, listening to 

stories, singing 

Support of  home languages

• activate background 
knowledge 

• possibility of transfer 
• consider children as experts
• leverage resources in the 

community including families 

Lesson Example: Focus on Vocabulary
• A read-aloud lesson including activities before, during, 

and after the reading

• Book Click, Clack, Moo: Cows That Type (Cronin, 2000) 

• Identify and pre-teach key vocabulary words 
• Connect to DLLs’ background and knowledge
• While reading explain the definitions 
• Present activities after the read-aloud 



Assessment of Language 
and Literacy Skills

Multiple sources of data

Engage families in 
assessing language 
and early literacy 
skills, especially for 
determining 
children’s abilities in 
the home languages

Systematic Developmentally Appropriate

Assess learning that 
is connected to the 
curriculum and 
teaching in the 
classroom so that 
DLL children have 
an opportunity to 
learn these skills

Assess skills in the 
languages that the 
child is exposed to 
and uses to 
demonstrate what 
he or she knows and 
is able to do

Questions?



Survey

At the end of the webinar, you’ll 
be prompted to complete 

a short survey.

Let us know what you thought 
and you could win a free book!

Special Offer

SAVE 20%
at brookespublishing.com

Use code

COFFEECHAT



Brookes Coffee Chats

Are you looking for more professional 
development opportunities?

http://bit.ly/BrookesCoffeeChats

COVID-19 Resources

• Recommended reading
• Downloadable resources
• Professional development 

webinars

http://bit.ly/COVID-EC



Get Your Certificate

https://bpub.fyi/DLL-Chat-Cert

Download your certificate using the 
URL below:

Thank you!


