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About the Book

/.
The authoritative text on augmentative and alternative communication,
this classic bestseller is now in its fifth edition—revised and updated for a

new generation of SLPs, teachers, occupational therapists, and other
professionals in clinical and educational settings.

Partnering with a team of distinguished contributors, renowned experts
David Beukelman and Janice Light deliver today's most comprehensive,
up-to-date introduction to AAC interventions and technologies for
children and adults with complex communication needs.
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About the Book

"
Future service providers will get in-depth coverage of essential AAC

topics, enhanced by helpful study questions, valuable perspectives from
people who use AAC, and case examples that illustrate key principles.

Significantly expanded with new chapters on critical topics, more
practical information on how AAC systems work, and new online
companion materials, this definitive text will expertly prepare readers to
support communicative competence—and quality of life—for children and
adults with complex communication needs.
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About the Features

The fifth edition of Augmentative & Alternative Communication includes a variety
of features designed to enhance reader understanding.

Examples include:

Perspectives from people _
" whopuse AAC Peop v/ Chapter conclusions
2% Case examples ? Study questions
* . Tables, and figures @
- References
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Perspectives from people wo use AAC Q

Throughout the book
readers can learn about
experiences and

Rosie, mother of a 17-year-old man with cerebral palsy, describes how her son’s use
of manual signs was constrained by others’ lack of knowledge:

Unfortunately, no one helped [my son] learn signs but me, and he had little

support in this until about sixth grade when they hired a classroom aide that . . « o

knew sign language. To have AAC not be integrated into a child’s life until mid- p e rS p e Ct | Ve S Of | n d |V| d u a | S
dle school is sad and [makes it] very difficult for them to adjust. (quoted in

MeNaughton et al, 2008, p. 49 and their families who rely

o] g WAVA\OF
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Case Examples

The following case examples illustrate the different motor capabilities of individuals who

require AAC and the process of matching scanning cursor control techniques to each

individual's needs and skKills. Francesca is a child with athetoid cerebral palsy. As is the

case for many individuals with athetosis, accurate waiting for switch activation was difficult

for her. Because of involuntary motor movements associated with her athetosis, she . .

often inadvertently activated the switch during the waiting phase. Similarly, accurate and S |t u a t | O n a | ex a m p I e S h e I p
efficient switch activation was also difficult because Francesca’s overflow movements were

accentuated in times of stress or anticipation. Therefore, she was unable to activate the

switch quickly on command. However, she was able to maintain contact with the switch b rl n g a I |Ve t h e CO n d It I O n S

and hold it once she managed to activate it. In contrast with the difficulties associated with
switch activation, the release phase was relatively easy for her. As indicated in Table 2.4, d 1 d 1 d
this pattern of motor performance suggested that directed scanning might be the best a n I S S u e S I S C u S S e
alternative access mode for Francesca. .

Jin, a woman with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis that causes severe weakness N t h e C h d pte I,
throughout her body, could operate a very sensitive switch affixed just above her eyebrow
by raising her forehead slightly. Jin found waiting quite easy and was able to activate the
switch with moderate ease when asked. However, she experienced difficulty holding the
switch closed because of her weakness. As can be seen in Table 2.4, the best scanning
technique for Jin appears to be automatic scanning because this option places minimal

demands on holding and causes the least fatigue, a major concern for someone such as
Jin who has little motor stamina.
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Tables and Figures

Identify participation
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communication needs
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supports and barriers
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Tables and figures
reinforce important
ﬁ Table 2.4. Skill-accuracy requirements of cursor control techniques for scanning CO n Ce pt S a n d p r'OVi d e

Assess potential to
increase natural
ability

Assess potential to
utilize AAC systems

Cursor control technique

Motor component Automatic scanning Directed scanning Step scanning :
| [z (55 ways to more easi
mtenventions | | intenentions | | inenal  Wait High Medium Low

Activate High Low Medium
Plan and impl . .
o understand the material
andtomomow | Release Low High Low °
Provide instruction to persons who us Wait High Medium Medium
Reactivate High Medium Medium
Evaluate intervention efie] Fatigue value Low Medium High

Is person particip

Figure 2.2. The Participation Model for augmentative and alternative communication (AAC).
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Chapter Conclusions

CONCLUSIONS

Overall, the goal of AAC assessment is to gather the information necessary to .
plan effective AAC intervention to enhance the communication and participation Ea C h C h d pte e I oSseSs W|t h
of individuals with complex communication needs. AAC assessment can only be

accomplished as a team effort with input from the person with complex commu-

nication needs, family members, key communication partners or facilitators, and a fl n a | SeCt I O n t h at

professionals from multiple disciplines. In some cases, as in outpatient clinics, . .

AAC assessments may be completed in a single session on a single day; in others, S u l I l l I la rl Zes |tS key
they may take place over repeated shorter sessions scheduled over multiple days,

as might be the case with young children in early intervention or individuals in

an inpatient rehabilitation setting. Overall, AAC assessment is a multicomponent e I eme nts din d p rovi d es

process that includes

1. Assessment of the individual’s participation patterns and unmet communication re a d e rS W I t h a n a b St ra Ct

needs

Investigation of environmental supports that enhance the individual’s communi- Of t h e Cove re d m a te ri a I .

cation, as well as policy, practice, attitude, knowledge, and skill barriers that may
limit communication opportunities
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Study Questions

QUESTIONS
2.1.  Who should be involved in AAC assessment? Why is it important to include the
individual who relies on AAC and his or her family?

What are some of the key considerations for ensuring that an AAC assessment .
is reliable and valid? What are some of the key considerations when assessing T h e St u d y q ue St I0ONS

individuals from different cultural and linguistic backgrounds?

What are the key components of the Participation Model? What is the goal of i N Cl U d e d at t h e en d Of eacC h

each of these components? Why are they important?

Why is it important to assess the participation patterns and unmet communica- ® h a pt er a d d ress key

tion needs of the individual? How can this be accomplished?

What are the five types of opportunity barriers? How might they impact the

individual’s communication? What are the implications for intervention? CO n C e ptS tO a I d re a d e r

What are norm-referenced assessment and criterion-referenced assessment?

Why is criterion-referenced assessment usually preferable to norm-referenced CO m p re h e n S | O n .

assessment for making AAC decisions?
Why is assessment of receptive language skills important? What procedures
can be used to assess receptive language? What are the advantages or disad-
vantages of these different approaches?
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New Information

-
Professionals will prepare for their work in the field with critical new
information on:

Collaborating with family members and other communication partners

Making the most of mobile technologies and AAC apps

Selecting an AAC system and tailoring it to individual needs
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New Information

=

Working effectively with families from diverse cultural backgrounds

Supporting inclusion across the lifespan (including education, employment, and
community life)

Ensuring efficient patient-provider communication in medical settings

Providing communication supports to people with autism spectrum disorder
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Topics Covered

=

Components and phases of AAC Unaided representations

assessment

Planning, implementation, and evaluation Aided AAC symbols and other

of AAC interventions representations

Working with families Assistive technologies that support literacy
Vocabulary and message selection Support for beginning communicators
Multimodal communication Education
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Topics Covered

Employment Interventions for people with
developmental disabilities

Assisted and independent living
Interventions for people with acquired

disabilities
Health care

The i f
Selection and personalization of AAC e importance of advocacy

systems

AAC access techniques and output
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