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About the Book
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The authoritative text on augmentative and alternative communication, 
this classic bestseller is now in its fifth edition—revised and updated for a 
new generation of SLPs, teachers, occupational therapists, and other 
professionals in clinical and educational settings. 

Partnering with a team of distinguished contributors, renowned experts 
David Beukelman and Janice Light deliver today's most comprehensive, 
up-to-date introduction to AAC interventions and technologies for 
children and adults with complex communication needs. 
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About the Book



Future service providers will get in-depth coverage of essential AAC 
topics, enhanced by helpful study questions, valuable perspectives from 
people who use AAC, and case examples that illustrate key principles.

Significantly expanded with new chapters on critical topics, more 
practical information on how AAC systems work, and new online 
companion materials, this definitive text will expertly prepare readers to 
support communicative competence–and quality of life–for children and 
adults with complex communication needs.
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David R. Beukelman, Ph.D.
Dr. Beukelman is currently a senior researcher in the Institute for Rehabilitation Science and Engineering at 
Madonna Rehabilitation Hospital and a research investigator in the Rehabilitation Engineering Research 
Center for Augmentative and Alternative Communication. Dr. Beukelman specializes in the areas of 
augmentative and alternative communication and motor speech disorders of children and adults.

Janice C. Light, Ph.D.
Dr. Light holds the Hintz Family Endowed Chair in Children’s Communicative Competence in the Department 
of Communication Sciences and Disorders at Pennsylvania State University. She is actively involved in 
research, personnel preparation, service delivery, and outreach to enhance communication and improve 
outcomes for children with complex communication needs (e.g., children with autism spectrum disorder, 
cerebral palsy, Down syndrome, traumatic brain injury, and other disabilities).
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Study questions

References

The fifth edition of Augmentative & Alternative Communication includes a variety 
of features designed to enhance reader understanding. 

Examples include:

Perspectives from people
who use AAC

Case examples

Tables, and figures

About the Features
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Chapter conclusions



Throughout the book 
readers can learn about 

experiences and 
perspectives of individuals 
and their families who rely 

on AAC.
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Perspectives from people who use AAC
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Case Examples

Situational examples help 
bring alive the conditions 

and issues discussed 
in the chapter.
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Tables and Figures

Tables and figures 
reinforce important 

concepts and provide 
ways to more easily 

understand the material.



Each chapter closes with 
a final section that 
summarizes its key 

elements and provides 
readers with an abstract 
of the covered material.
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Chapter Conclusions



The study questions 
included at the end of each 

chapter address key 
concepts to aid reader 

comprehension. 

| © 2020 Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co., Inc. | All rights reserved.

Study Questions



Citations include review 
articles, reports of study 

findings, research findings, 
and other key references 
that can be used to find 
additional information.
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New Information

Professionals will prepare for their work in the field with critical new 
information on:

◦ Collaborating with family members and other communication partners

◦ Making the most of mobile technologies and AAC apps

◦ Selecting an AAC system and tailoring it to individual needs
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New Information

◦ Working effectively with families from diverse cultural backgrounds

◦ Supporting inclusion across the lifespan (including education, employment, and 
community life)

◦ Ensuring efficient patient-provider communication in medical settings

◦ Providing communication supports to people with autism spectrum disorder
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◦ Components and phases of AAC 
assessment 

◦ Planning, implementation, and evaluation 
of AAC interventions

◦ Working with families 

◦ Vocabulary and message selection 

◦ Multimodal communication

◦ Unaided representations 

◦ Aided AAC symbols and other 
representations 

◦ Assistive technologies that support literacy 

◦ Support for beginning communicators

◦ Education

Topics Covered
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◦ Employment 

◦ Assisted and independent living 

◦ Health care 

◦ Selection and personalization of AAC 
systems 

◦ AAC access techniques and output 

◦ Interventions for people with 
developmental disabilities 

◦ Interventions for people with acquired 
disabilities 

◦ The importance of advocacy

Topics Covered

| © 2020 Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co., Inc. | All rights reserved.



Table of Contents

Section I People Who Require Augmentative and Alternative Communication
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Faculty can access, download, and 
print the following from the Brookes 
Download Hub:

◦ Sample syllabus

◦ Sample responses to study questions

Online Materials for Faculty
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All purchasers of this book can access, 
download, and print the following 
from the Brookes Download Hub:

◦ Resource guide to help practitioners and 
students learn more about AAC

◦ Checklists related to patient-provider 
communication services

Online Materials for Readers
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Learn more
and get your

exam copy!
https://bpub.fyi/AAC5e
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