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Coffee Chat—May 13, 2020

Optimizing Shared Book Reading

Howard Goldstein

University of South Florida

Elizabeth Kelley

University of Missouri

Why is shared book reading important?

Children learn 
language through 

books

Sets the stage for 
school success

Promotes 
conversation 

between adults 
and children

Builds child’s 
imagination
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Why is shared book reading important?

Children learn 
language through 

books

Sets the stage for 
school success

Promotes 
conversation 

between adults 
and children

Builds child’s 
imagination

Helps children develop vocabulary, acquire syntax and grammar, 
listening comprehension, inferential language, print concepts, 
phonological awareness, alphabet knowledge...

R •Repeat the book

E •Engage your children

A •Ask questions

D •Do more 

How to Read with a Child
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How can we help young children build the 
language skills they need to be successful in 

school?
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Use shared reading to teach vocabulary.

✓ Choose good words to teach.

✓ Teach words explicitly.

3. Words you can teach well

2. Useful words

1. New words

Choose good words to teach.

7

8



5/12/2020

5

Good Choices

disappointed

thrilled

worried

speedy

search

horrible

explore

Not as Good

Martians

auditorium

mammoth

masterpiece

dictator

peninsula

elated

Choose good words to teach.

Teach with a simple definition.

Use meaningful examples and 
real-life contexts. 

Opportunities to practice. 

Teach words explicitly.
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Teach explicitly: “giggle”
“Listen to this word: giggle.”

Teach with a definition. 

“Giggle means laugh.”

Give examples.

“In this story, Sara is giggling at her silly friend. She is 
laughing at him!”

Make connections. 

“Let’s think of things that make you giggle. What about 
if your mommy tickles you? Or if your friend makes a 
silly face? Those things would make you giggle.”

“Remember, giggle means laugh.”

The Forest Friends are thrilled! They are excited to go to the carnival. 
Thrilled. Say thrilled. (2) Thrilled means excited. Tell me, what word 
means excited? (2) Thrilled! Good work! When are you thrilled? (2) 
What about… when you get a present! …Or your friends come over to 
play! I bet that makes you feel excited. Now, lift the flap. Look! These 
boys are at a birthday party. They are excited. They are thrilled! Tell 
me, what does thrilled mean? (3) Excited! That’s right. 
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Lessons Learned 

Feasible

Effective

Maximizes 
teaching 
time

The more words we teach the 
more children learn!

We’re giving away a FREE copy of 
Story Friends Specialist’s Kit!

Giveaway

One attendee will be selected at 
random and emailed after the 
webinar. 
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Special Discount

SAVE 20%*

at brookespublishing.com

Use code 

COFFEETALK

*Expires 6/30/20. Not to be combined with any other discounts or offers. Consumer orders only, please. 
Excludes BOL training, pre-discounted bundles, and online products such as ASQ Online and AEPSinteractive

Coffee Chats

Looking for more professional 
development opportunities?

bit.ly/BrookesCoffeeChats

New presentations added weekly!
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COVID-19 Resources

• Recommended reading

• Downloadable resources

• Professional development 
webinars

bit.ly/COVID-Brookes-EC

QUESTIONS?
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